[Atrial fibrillation: from cardiology to perioperative management].
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most frequent arythmia. During the perioperative period and in intensive care units, management of patients with AF is frequent and difficult. As in cardiology, two main issues are present: the risk of acute hemodynamically instability and the risk of thromboembolic complication. Cardiological guidelines recently published must guide the management of patients in this context. Two main factors must be kept in mind: acute AF in these situations are often of short duration; the risk of anticoagulation can be superior to the risk of thrombotic complication in this situation. An individualized benefit-risk analysis must be done in each patient. New treatments, antiarrhythmic or mainly antithrombotic drugs, are under evaluation and will be soon available.